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Reading Group “Economic Ethics” — Summer Semester 2025

Course description:

The reading group targets doctoral students and post-docs from the University of Hohenheim.
We will read seminal texts from the field of economic ethics and then discuss them together.
Every week, one or two participants will give a summary of one or two texts. Once we have
familiarized ourselves with the authors’ line of argument, we will discuss it critically. We will
deal with current topics, but also with those that have been relevant to the field since its
beginnings but remain controversial. In particular, we will dive into three sub-areas of economic
ethics. The first will be about the meaningfulness of the field of business or management ethics
as a whole. Here we will read some prominent critiques of the discipline. Secondly, we will
look at the still hotly debated question of the moral limits of markets and consider proposed
arguments for their expansion and containment. Thirdly, we will take a closer look at the young
empirical field of folk economics, which has set itself the task of systematically examining lay
intuitions about causal mechanisms of the economy as well as their perceived moral valence.
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Modalities:
The reading group will take place on Wednesdays during the summer semester between 2 and
4 p.m. A detailed program including the seminar room will be published before the beginning

of the semester. Please join the ILIAS course at:
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